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ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


Pwo Cases of Fungus Hzmatudes: 
BY A. W. UPSHUR, M.D. 





GenTLEMEN :—The unfrequent occurrence of 
fungus Hematodes in this country has induc- 
ed me to give you a very brief account of two 
cases which have recently come under my ob- 
servation. 

During the month of August, 1840, I was 
called, in consultation with my friend Dr. N., 
tosee a lady who had been labouring under 
this painful disease for the space of nearly 
three years. The patient was a young and 
healthy individual up to the time of her attack. 
It first made its appeareance in the usual form 


of asmall turnour, situated on the upper part | 


of the thigh, near the groin. No attention 
was paid to it, however, and it gave no uneasi- 
ness, until some time during the summer of 
1837, when, in consequence of an accident 
which she sustained at that that time, it began 
to increase in size, and to become slightly pain- 
ful. She was, however, but little inconveni- 
enced by it, and attended, as usual, to her do- 
thestic daties until a few months previous to 
her decease, when it attained to such an enor- 
mous size, and became so heavy and painful, 
as to keep her almost constantly confined to 
the bed. 


Ivisited her for the first time in August, 
when the tumour had reached its worst form, 
having a very dark and gangrenous appearance, 
extremely vascular, and very irregular. Itex- 
tended from the anterior superior part of the 
thigh to near the knee joint, and was about 
twenty-four inches in circumference. The pa- 
lent at this time was extremely feeble and 
greatly emaciated. I was apprehensive that 
thecireumstance of her being pregnant, and 


within a few weeks of heraccouch ment, would | 
operate very much against her. Owing to the | 


extreme vascularity of the fungus, I was in- 
clined to think that the effort of delivery would 
produce a fatal hemorrhage from the tumour. 
She was, however, safely delivered of a seven 
month’s fetus, without any apparent injury to 
fungus. Prostration, however, shortly af- 
lerwards ensued, which terminated in death. 
@ ordered nothing but cold applications to 
part, knowing that the patient was far 
yond the aid of human skill. A post mor- 
em examination was proposed, but the heat of 
€ Weather produced such a rapid decomposi- 
tion of the part, that it could not be effected. 


Case 3.—I was called in haste, on the 21st} 
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of December last, in consultation with m7 
friend Dr. H., to visit a negro belonging to 
Mr. C. The report of the messenger was, 
that ** her knee had bursted, and that she was 
bleeding to death.”” Upon oar arrival we dis- 
covered that the patient had, in reality, bled 
very copiously from an orifice (probably arup- 
tnred vein) near the centre of the tumour, and 
but for a change of position, would probably 
have died from hemorrhage. 

‘The disease first made its appeatance some 
time during the month of March, 1840, in the 
form of a small tumour near the Knee joint, and 
was thought by Dr, H. to be a case of hydrar- 
thrus, which disease it closely assimilated. It 
would not yield, however, to any treatment, 





and had, when I saw it, attained to nearly the 
size of a man’s head, extending from near thé 
middle of the thigh a considerable distance be- 
low the knee joint. The surface of the tumour 
on one side was considerably abraded, other- 
wise it was perfectly smooth, soft and spongy. 


sembling serum, was discharged from thé 
abraded surface. The fungus, which was ex- 
tremely painful at first, was greatly relieved 
by the hemorrhage, and decreased considera- 
bly in size. In addition to the tumour on the 
knee, there were several others on the right 
side about the size of an egg, which were hard- 
er and less spongy to the touch, Had it not 
been for the existence of the tumours in the 
side, the great swelling of the limb, and the 
extreme debility of the patient, we should pro- 
bably have had recourse to amputation, al- 
though with very little probability of success, 
even under the most favourable circumstances. 
Nothing, therefore, could be done, but to ap- 
ply cloths wet in cold vinegar and water. In 
the course of a fortnight ulceration took place, 
which, in a few days, terminated in death. 

| The mode of treating this disease success- 
fully remains yet to be discovered, and this I 
leave to those who are wiser and more expe- 
rienced than myself. 








Case of Cancer of the Penis. By Joseru James 
Riptey, M.D. | 

Tue subject of cancer; its essential nature, 
its etyology, diagnosis, prognosis, &c. are in- 
volved in impenetrable obscurity ; its curability 
remains ‘* sub judice.”” The French surgeons; 
with one accord, acknowledge “ their inability 
to define it satisfactorily,” notwithstanding it 
has, since the birth of medicine, been a focus 
of scientific light, and intellectual giants have 
brought the vast resources of their minds into 
its exploration, it still remains a “sealed 
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book.” ‘he very best evidence of its being 
** terra incognita,”’ is the universal contrariety 
of opinion among medical men touching: it. 
Some men-entertain hopes of its curability. A 
distinguished medical gentleman, within my 
knowledge, insists upon it that he bas often 
succeeded in curing cancer emphysically ; other 
‘¢nomina clara,’’ fully assured of its incura- 
bility, make this its diagnosis, Sir E. Home, 
M.M. Bayle and Cayol, Messis. Cooper, Gib- 
son, &c. regard it as alone curable by the 
timely and judicious use of the knife, 

The etyology of cancer is a matter equally 
controverted. Gibson, Carmichael, and others, 
speak of its animalcular origin; (agreeably to 
their theory it is produced, as psora, by acari 
and other animalcule, ) Liston, Roux, Cooper, 
Hunter, attribute it to an hereditary predispo- 
sition, developed by adventitious causes, 
Bayle and Alibert cite numerous Imstances of 
its descending from parent to child. Yet we 
have many recorded cases of its independent, 
substantive existence. Adams, Wardrop, 
Liston have met with many instances of its 
origin without ostensible cause, It is not my 
design to canvass these different opinions, but 
concisely to report a case of cancer of the 
penis. It has no remarkable interest from no- 
_velty; it may, perchance, throw light on the 
pathology of lithiasis, with which it was in 
evident connexion, 

T. D., aged 85, a soldier of the Revolution, 
had, until recently, been blessed with a robust, 
vigorous constitution,—he assured me that he 
had never been confined to his bed more thana 
day at one time throughout his long, eventful 
life. His mode of life was laborious,—an in- 
dustrious agriculturist,—his diet was poor; 
his habits for many years*past had been at 
times dissipated. His temperament was san- 
guineo-nervous: excitable and fearless. He 
was attacked July, 1840, with symptoms of 
lithiasis, Jtching in prepuce, and glans penis, 
agreeably to Dorsey, are invariable symptoms 
of calculus. This person suffered acutely on 
this account, He had diffieult and bloody 
micturition, ‘These symptoms continved for 
some time; they at length ceased and never 
afterwards returned. Whether the calculus be- 
came encysted, or was dissolved by an empi- 
tical remedy, (horse radish tea) as pretended 
by his credulous friends, or in what manner 
the result was: brought about, I will not con- 
jecture. About this time a wart-like pimple 
was perceived about the insertion of the frenum 
preputii into the glans penis of the size of a 
pea, hard and red. Not much attention was 
paid to it; it remained without material alter- 
ation for five or six months, when it began to 
extend itself. By degrees it implicated the 
whole of the glans penis. Now it was that em- 

iricism essayed its powers. Various highly 
inflammatory remedies were used ; the effect 
of these was aggravation. Red precipitate had 
been recommended; I was consulted with re- 
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gard to its propriety: I cautioned in Strongest 
terms against thus tampering with a disease 
which, from the representations made of jt I 
was induced to believe was about to terminate 
in eancer. I was then requested to see and 
attend the case. Upon my first visit | was 
confirmed in my apprehensions. The diaono. 
sis was clear and obvious. ‘The glans penis 
had been nearly eroded; but a very smal] par- 
ticle remained. The whole penis was involved 
in high inflammation ; the cellular tissye was 
excessively engorged, About twelve lines from 
the scrotum, om the corpus spongiosum, was a 
lit, with everted jagged edges, through which 
urine dribbled in his attempts to urinate, M 

patient was racked continually with excruci- 
ating pain, Perhaps the surest symptom of 
cancer is its unintermitting pain. I anticipated 
at once the impracticability of effecting a cure, 
My only recourse was anodynes ; by these the 
old gentleman got a little respite occasionally 
from the severity of his sufferings. I soon per- 
ceived that I could rely upon nothing but the 
knifes There were evidences that the disease 
had extended itself deeply into the urethra, 
Fhe fitful and evanescent relief afforded by 
anodynes and refrigerents induced in himade- 
lusive hope of possible cure. I frankly stated 
that the only possible relief was in surgery, 
and thateven amputation would not certainly 
reach the root of the disease. 1 requested my 
friend Docter Roddey to see my patient with 
me, and consult upon the chances of cure from 
amputation. 1 went armed to operate, On 
the night before a copious discharge of blood 
from the urethra had occurred. ‘This and 

other indications of a thorough implication of 
the whole urinary apparatus induced us to de- 
cline operating. About this time a large, ill- 
conditioned tumour, filled with atheromatous 
or cheese-like matter, appeared in each groin. 
Whether this was from sympathy, according 
to Desault and Cooper, or absorption of carci- 
nomatous virus as in syphilitic labors, 1 will 
not presume to decide. One thing I will say, 
that sympathy is an unscientific term, Men 
are apt to throw themselves upon the doctrine 
of sympathy to account for phenomena difficult 
of solution, but which grow out of a continu- 
ous chain of physiological causes. The suf- 
ferings of the old gentleman were now So In- 
tense and unintermitting that he resolved upon 
amputation as a means of temporary relief, 
fle had become so weak that it was imposst- 
ble to keep him nerved long enough at any 
one time to make the necessary preparations, 
and thus he vacillated from day to day until he 
went down to the grave. Recently a fourth 
tumour, similar in character to those in the 
groin, made its appearance above the *‘ 0s p¥ 

is, 

A remarkable fact connected with this case, 
is the perfect and uninterrupted assimilation © 
nutrition throughout. Liston, Cooper 
speak of indigestion as an invariable sequenc? 
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ofeancer. Although a large quantity of mor- 
phine was used, yet itdid not become necessa- 
ry to have recourse to aperients but very 
rarely during the continuance of the disease 
fourteen months.) I am informed that his de- 
jections were healthy and uniform during the 
whole course of his disease antil the third day 
before his decease, at which time the powers 
of nature gave way, and nearly every function 
was suspended. The inguinal tumours con- 
tinued to discharge immense quantities of mat- 
ter externally, until within a few days of bis 
death, when the discharge turned invariably. 

The science of cancer is in its ‘transition 
stale, from incertitude to demonstration,”’ 
Hence the great importance to the profession 
of medicine, that all facts tending at all to 
throw light upon cancer be minutely reported, 
that order may spring from chaos, light from 
obscurity. Cancer is a disease of no ordinary 
magnitade, whether we regard its acuteness or 
sulering, its great prevalence or its direful fa- 
tality, Ido not expect too much from medi- 
cine in hoping that the investigations of 
science aay yet evolve some medicinal agent 
wilh power to stay its ravages. I know not 
why cancer, if undertaken in its incipiency. 
may not be cured. 
materia. medica a remedy, if timely and judi- 
ciously used, for every other human malady : 
why must cancer prove of necessity an * ap- 
pobrium t’’ ‘I'he results of investigation hith- 
ero have been failure. Thus was it with va- 
riola until 1776. ‘The profession should not 
abate a whit in its energy in this investigation 
until the cure of cancer shali have become 
“rea adjudicate.” 

Forsyth, Geor gia, Oct. 14th, 1841. 





NOTES ON MYOTOMY AND TENOTOMY. 
BY REYNELL COATES, M. D. 


To the Editors of the Medical Exairiner. 
GentLemen,—If we suppose the mechani- 
cal treatment of varus to have been carried out 
upon the plan or on the principles sketched in 
the preceding papers of this series, (and it ap- 
pears plainly to me that, when successfully 
managed, it must be, in the very nature of 
things,conducted—intentionally or unintention- 
ally—coinpletely or partiall y—adroitly orclam- 
sily—on such principles alone,) the resistance 
of the contracted tendo Achilles is rather an 
advantage than a disadvantage, until the third 
and second stages of varus are reduced to the 
mildest form of the first stage. The forces and 
titcumstances that oppose this reduction, are 
the contraction of the adductors jn part, but far 
more considerably the shortening of the fascia 
plantaris and the plantar muscles, with the 
curlailment in length of many of the tarsal li- 
gamenis, and the formation of new ones. That 
these are all conquerable by mechanical treat- 
ent within a very reasonable time, even when 
that treatinent is pursued under the very serjous 


Nature cuntains in its vast, 





mechanical disadvantages resulting from the 
division of the tendo Achilles, is as clearly 
proved by the evidence of the tenotomists them- 
selves, as is any other observation recorded by 
them. It is folly, then, to contend that the 
most customary operations of the tenotomisis 
are necessary in removing the peculiar deform- 
ities of the second and third stages of varus. 
It is only in the less common operations—those 
seldom performed, except by their inventors 
and a few special disciples,—such as the divi- 
sion of the fascia plantaris recommended by 
Mr. Coates, that we really facilitate—perhaps 
at the expense of greater evils—the reduction 
of such deformities. 

The true subject of discussion, then, be- 
tween the really well informed advocates of 
the purely mechanical treatment, or, to speak 
more correctly, the treatment exclusively by ma- 
chines, on the one part, and the defenders of 
the mixed plan of proceeding by means of ‘he 
knife followed by the application of machines, on 
the other, is narrowed to this simple question: 
Is the accomplishment of a perfect cure of pes 
equinus, or of that slightdegree of varus which 
most resembles it and is often confused with it, 
accomplished more readily after than before 
the division of the tendo Achilles? 

Jf we exclude from our calculation a certain 
malposition of the os calcis, observed in most 
pedes equini and all cases of true varus of the 
first degree, the only indication to be fulfilled 
is, the flexion of the whole foot by means of 
the permanent elongation of the extensor mus- 
cles or their tendon, either by a diminution of 
their tonic contraction, or a modification of nu- 
trition by means of which their fibres are po- 
sitively lengthened, or by tenotomy. 

All the tenotomists—even the most mode- 
rate of the school; Detmold, for instance,— 
seem, by the phraseology of their directions on 
this subject, to regard the elongation by dimi- 
nution of tone, as all or nearly all that can bé 
accomplished by mechanical flexion alone! (see 
the passage quoted from Detmold, page £98.) 
This is certainly singular, and will appear un- 
reasonable at once to any surgeon who reflects 
that merely causing the muscle to “yield to a 
certain point,’’ when, ‘on this point being ex- 
ceeded, it will react against the extension,”® can- 
not possibly produce any permanent benefit! 
A muscle that has only yielded to extension 
till it reacts, and even till it reacts obstinately 
against the force employed, will again contract 
with promptitade as soon as the force employed 
is employed no longer. Apply this obvious 
principle in criticising apparatus for the treat- 
ment of pes equinus, and it is evident that ma- 
chinery can only be regarded as rational in its 
construction, when it is so contrived as to keep 
up moderate and endurable extension of the 
flexors, not merely until they are exhausted 
and their tenacity diminished, but nntil a 
change of nutrition has actually lengthened 
their fibres, 
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Every surgeon well knows that, in any or- 
dinary luxation, certain muscles ate violently 
extended beyond their proper length, and are 
sometimes actually paralyzed fora time by this 
extension, while, on the contrary, other mus- 
cles are relaxed so completely that they re- 
main for aconsiderable period incapable of per- 
forming their proper functions. Yet when a 
few months have passed. and the elements of 
a new joint are constructed at the place where 
the extremity of the misplaced bone reposes, 
both these sets of muscles recover very nearly 
their original powers. This change of circum- 
stances results not from changes of tonicity 
alone, but even more considerably from a mo- 
dification of nutrition, in consequence of which 
the shortened muscles have their fibres render- 
ed permanently shorter, and those which are 
put upon the stretch actually increase in length. 
This law it is which produces the chief part of 
the difficulty in cases of not very recent date. 
Were the habitual tonic contraction the sole op- 
posing force, it would be very readily overcome 
at any time by a Jong continued application of 
a gentle, but constant extending apparatus. 
Now, waving al] argument in relation to conge- 
nital club-foot, the consideration of the reputed 
causes of which would lead me into discus- 
sions for which I have neither time nor space 
at the present moment, let us glance at the 
condition of the extensor muscleg in one of the 
most common forms of what is rather objec- 
tionably called the “acquired’”’ varus, or pes 
equinus. 

Suppose a youth to be affected with an in- 
tractable sore, bruise or wound, upon the heel, 
and to be consequently induced to tread con- 
stantly upon the anterior part of the foot or 
toes. The extensors of the foot are then called 
into play more constantly and powerfully than 
natural. They are developed to the greatest 
deyree by this exercise, while their antagonists, 
the flexors, are actaally losing strength by con- 
tinued functional repose. The tonic contrac- 
tion of the extensore being thus increased by 
habitual exertion, while the opposing forces 
are diminished in energy by habitual rest, the 
foot assumes a position of undue extension, 
not only while the patient is walking, but even 
when buried in slumber. As a necessary con- 
sequence, the muscles of the calf become habi- 
tuated to the new posture, and undergo changes 
precisely similar to those observed in cases of 
Juxation.. To usea provincial expression, they 

eir nuirition, and cannot be again restored to 
their natural condition by merely overcoming 
their tonicity, §— 

The same forces which thus draw and retain 
the limb in an unugual attitude, produce equal- 
ly important changes in the form of the bones 
and the condition of the ligaments, as has been 


_—_ 
ee ena 


a primary difficulty in the treatment. Bat the 
means by which the deformity is produced 
are generally effective in removing it. ‘That 
which causes a contraction of the exte 
and a relaxation of the flexors may be made 
by suitable management, to bring about a con. 
traction of the flexors and a relaxation of the 
extensors: so that it would not he altogether 
irrational to prescribe a sore upon parts near 
the little toe, in order to relieve the conge. 
quences of a sore beneath the heel. 

_ As long as the condition just described con. 
tinues, no one can discover any barrier to the 
cure, by simple mechanical force, of so much of 
the deformity as is independent of the changes 
of form undergone by the tarsal bone,if the force 
be kept up with due moderation fora sufficient 
length of time. But other alterations of struc. 
ture in the muscles soon make their appearance, 
The ankle joint is kept in a great degree in- 
active. The weight of the body is much less 
frequently thrown upon the affected foot, and 
even when the limb is employed, that weight 
acts at such mechanical disadvantage on the 
extended toes, that the muscles of the calf are 
called upon for much less functional exertion 
to support it, Gradually those muscles and 
their antagonists waste away, for want of exer- 
cise, as these organs usually do in complete 
anchylosis, or in the limbs of the Hindoodevo- 
tees who preserve one posture for many years 
as a religious penance. In time, the altera- 
tions of the joints and the formation of new 
ligaments produce complete true or false an- 
chylosis, and the muscles then becoming ab- 
solutely useless, they are diminished to the 
smallest possible dimensions and rendered to- 
tally incapable of action—yet the organs are 
not destroyed. The capsular sheath of each 
muscle remains, and still encloses within it the 
cellular tissue which was the nidus of the 
muscle, and which still possesses the power 
of regenerating it under more favourable cir- 
cumstances. 

In most cases of club-foot of long continu- 
ance, the condition of the principal muscles of 
the leg approximates, more or Jess nearly, this 
simple, or, as it may be termed, elementary 
state. Having had many curious oppor 
tunities of verifying the character of the changes 
undergone by the muscles during long-continu- 
ed inactivity, I feel perfectly confident, even 
from external examination, that the fibrous 
structure of these organs has become soft and 
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be shorter permanently by a modification of| yellowish in a large majority of cases; its con- 


tractile power being nearly extinct. In some 
instances, the paralysis is complete; and were 
we then to cut into the limb, we should find 
the muscles reduced very nearly to the condl- 
tion of simple cellular tissue, with a seemingly 
fibrous deposite of matter, bearing quite as near 
a resemblance to fat as to flesh. Now, cellular 


already stated in a previous note; and these| tissue is very readily extensible under the ac- 
effects render even the confirmed shortening of | tion of slight mechanical forces; and thata fascia 


the extensor muscles a secondary, rather than quite as resistant ae the thecs of these mus 
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cies may yield with facility to distension of mild | thrown into an inflammed condition, with 
character, is proved by the history of pregnan- | highly increased irritability; but the surgeon 
ey and acites. There can be no question, then, , must not attempt to lighten the pressure of the 
that while in this altered condition, the con-| spicula upon the inflamed fibres by resisting 
tracted muscles in club-foot are even more ca- | their tonic contraction—much less may he draw 
pable of yielding toa great extent before the | them entirely away from the seat of injury by 
action of mechanical forces thau they are when | reducing the fraeture—for fear of spasm !— 
in the healthy and vigorous state. Moreover, | Truly, a little common sense may be found 
this yielding is not the mere result of tonic re- | more available, sometimes, than the authority 
jaxation—-it is accompanied by a positive | of great names! If spasin occur consecutivel 

growth. The muscle or its nidus becomes | in ciub-foot, from the malposition of the limb— 
longer by a modification of its nutrition, as do | an aco‘dent by no means infrequent—one of the 
the abdominal tendons during gestation, or the | most ehectual means of conquering the diffi- 
skin over an increasing tumour, culty weald be found in the much-vondemned 

In the club-foot with wasting of the limb! process o\ mechanical extension. 
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from want of exercise we find, then, no argu- 
ment of necessity in favor of tenotomy. How 
far the operation may be defensible upon the_ 


When te spasmodic affection is primary — 
that is, whe. spasm is the cause, and not the 
consequence 6 club-foot—then I acknowledge 


plea of expediency, will be considered more | that the question presents itself in a very dif- 
fully hereafter. : ferent light. {n this case, the spasmodic ac- 

But the advocates of the knife inform us that, tion results not from any peculiar irritability of 
mechanical extension employed with sufficient the muscle, but in the condition of the nerve, 
force, throws the affected muscle into spasm, | or nervous centre on which i's motions depend. 
and thus increases the resistance.—Spasm in|I am by no means prepared to acknowledge 
simost annihilated mascles! that extension is improper in al! cases of spasm 

There are few subjects in surgery more vex- | of this character occurring inclub-foot; for,in 
ing to the feelings of one who studies the | common cramp, the cause of the contraction is 
science with a view to the application of truly | usually an irritation seated in the small intes- 
scientific principles to the treatment of externa! | tines, and yet it may be instantly relieved in, 
disease, than this qnestion of spasm. ‘The’ or, rather, driven from any particular muscle 
practitioner meets with it at every turn. A’ by putting it and keeping it fully upon the 
laxation takes place, and the most valuable | stretch. But the propriety of extension under 
moments are lost in bleeding, fomentations, | such circumstances is an unsettled and very 
nauseats, &c., in order to prevent all danger of , doubtful question. We know at present very 
spasm when the necessary force is applied in| little of the causes of those nervous affections 
the reduction; (I draw from the life,) as ifthe | which produce deformities. Very many of 
head of a bone misplaced were not a more pow- | them are congenital, and we must quietly await 
erful irritant, and more likely to produce spasm | the progress of transcendental anatomy, phy- 
than any warrantable amount of extension pro- | siology, and patholugy—subjects which have 
perly directed! Who does not know thata re-| attracted little available attention till within 
laxed muscle is vastly more subject to spasm | the last twenty vears—before we can act other- 











fom direct irritation than one which is ex-| wise than empirically upon them.* But letit 


tended! What would we say to a physician 
who, when called toa patient with cramp in 
the calf of the leg, should direct flexion of the 
knee and extension of the foot to relax the af- 
fected muscles while he applied his cataplasms 
and fomentations? Does not the patient in- 
voluntarily leap from his bed upon the instant, 
if able so to do, in order to put the parts as 
mach as possible upon the stretch? Should 
the practitioner endeavour to act, in these cases 

common occurrence, upon the principles ad- 
Vocated with safety to his reputation in more 
occult affections, the amiable elderly lady of 
the family, whose experience extends to three 
generations, would probably administer a more 
effective critical reprimand than any which 
could reach him through the columns of a 
medical journal ! 

In cases of fracture, we meet with similar 
hotions, under circumstances rendering them 
stil] more absurd, The sharp and jagged ex- 
tremities of the fractured bone are plunged into 
Me surrounding muscles, which are soon 





be granted, for the sake of argument, that ex- 
tension, during the actual existence of primary 
or causative spasm, is interdicted in club-foot! 
Does it follow that tenotomy is indicated ? 
Would any rational surgeon defend the posi- 
tion that the division of the tendo Achilles dor- 
ing the violent spasmodic contraction of the 
castrocnemus and soleus muscles is calculated 
to lessen the difficulties of the case, and in- 
crease the chance of a restoration of the foot 
to a natural and useful condition? What 
would be the immediate consequences of the 
operation? It does not touch the seat of 
disease in any degree. ‘That seat is in the 
nervous, and not in the muscular system. The 
only useful and direct effect of the incision is 
the removal of local irritation, attended, per- 
haps, with considerable pain. Among the 
evils resulting immediately, is the suddencon- 
~ *T do not use the word “empirically” in an jn. 
vidious sense. Much of the most solid experi- 
ence and precept in modern medicine is still neces- 
sarily empirical. 
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traction of the muscles to their smallest possible 
longitudinal dimensions,and their permanent re- 
teniion in that position. 

The distance between the divided extremi- 
ties of the tendon is then at once brought to its 
maximum, and a very long portion of new 
formed matter must be interposed between 
them in the process of eure, It is in vain to 
pretend that, in this condition, the muscles can 

erform their proper functions. ‘They are re- 
duced, together with their tendon, nearly to 
the effective condition of a simple ligament; 
and the patient may remain for life incapable 
of rising om the toe—a motion of the utmost 
importance to easy progression. 

But, it will be stated by the advocates of the 
knife that such results are never seen in ac- 
tual practice. } am well aware that if they do 
occur, they must be very rare, never having 
met with or heard of one; but I am arguing 
here the hypothesis, and not the praciice. The 
reason why they are not seen, though they ap- 





















































spasm, is simply this: the hypothesis is de- 
fective. However spasmodic the case may 
be in the first instance—and it is rarely of this 
character except in true ** acquired pes equi- 
nus,’’—it soon ceases to be so from the action 
of natural eauses; and, while it continues de: 
cidedly spasmodic, the operation of tenotomy 
is more strongly counter-indicated than is the 
mechanical treatment, 

Let me explan this matter more definitely. 
One of the first effects of the spasmodic affec- 
tion is to bring the muscles of the limb to a 
state of absolute rest, so far as their proper 
functional exercise is concerned. The con- 
traction, by the hypothesis, js permanent, and 
not paroxysmal, and the condition of rest is 
therefore equally constant. But, by an unva- 
rying physiological law, organs kept perma- 
nently in a state of functional rest undergo a 
series of alterations by the modification of the 
nutritive process, which reduces them more 
and more nearly to the condition of simple cel- 
lular tissue; in which-condition a muscle bee 
comes, by the destruction of its peculiar con- 
tractility, absolately incapable of spasm. The 
examination of numerous cases convinces me 
that, in all patients whose deformity has been 
oftolerably long continuance, the extensors ap- 
proach to this state of simplicity of stracture, 
and that, in the worst cases, they approximate 
indefinitely nearly to masses of cellular tissue, 
with a deposit of matter resembling yellowish 
fat. The continuance of active spasmodic re- 
sistance to mechanical extension, under such 
circumstances, isimpossible. The hypothesis 
isadream! Whence, then, is the source of 
the great pain attributed to spasm, when the 
mechanical treatment is vigorously applied in 
eases of club-feot ? It can be the result of no- 
thing else than the unwarrantable employment 
of too great or too sudden force, acting upon 


pear inevitable according to the doctrine of 








minished muscles or their thece. The objec- 
tion holds against the improper management 
of the surgeon, and not against the essential 
character of the method of treatment. 

When, in recent or moderate cases, Spasm 
actually occurs, either as a cause or an efferr 
of the deformity, both tenotomy and mechani. 
cal extension are alike interdicted. As recent 
arrangements are about to place me in more 
linmediate Gonnection with your valuable jour- 
nal, I hope to find a more suitable opportunity, 
during the approaching year, to dilate upon this 
interesting subject of muscular spasm in cases of 
luxation, fracture, &c. At present, this is un- 
necessary. 

If asked how it happens that the flexors are 
seen to act, and even to act very availably, 















the stretched tissues of the paralysed and di- 








within a few weeks after the division of the 
tendo Achilles, when, by my argument, it 
would appear that they are changed to suchade- 
gree as to have lost their functional power, Ican 
oaly reply that, in a large majority of cases, 
the muscular structure is not wholly destroy. 
ed,—that, in many instances, a feeble functional 
power remains,—and that, even in the worst 
and oldest forms of the complaint, the nidus of 
the muscle retains the power of re-creating the 
organs which it originally constructed in the 
fetus, This operation of re-creating or remo- 
delling the parts, will be more fully dwelt upon 
in my next. 

The present article has been written currente 
calamo, under the pressure of very painful du- 
ties, with the devil at my elbow, faintly whis- 
pering **more copy,’*—so that, while willing to 
be judged by its expressed opinions, you will 
excuse me for offering an apology for its unfi- 
nished and defective style. 





Quarterly Report of the Obstetric Practice in 
the Philadelphia Dispensary, for the Seventh, 
Eighth, and Ninth Months, 1841, Josera 
Waarrinxeton, M. D., Accoucheui. 


Fifteen women have been delivered of fifteen 
children, of whom nine were boys and six 
were girls. 


The average duration of Jabour in eleven 
cases, was six hours; the extremes being two 
and twelve hours. 


The average amout of time required for the 
spontaneous delivery of the placenta, in sit 
cases, was nineteen minutes; the extremes be- 
ing five and thirty minutes. 

in four cases the placenta was retained, from 
incapacity of spontaneous expulsion. In two 
of these, however, it was merely necessary ‘0 
introduce the jndex-finger within the os ute, 
to bring down an edge of the placenta. In an- 
other the entire hand had to be passed up for 
that purpose, while in the fourth case, In con 
sequence of an atonic state of the uteris, Con 
tractions were produced by the introduction of 
the hand, after an apparent failure to produce 
this effect, by the administration of two scru: 
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fes of powdered ergot, in two drachms of the 
yinous tincture of the article, 

There were two cases of uterine hemorrhage 
after delivery. In one woman, (who ata pre- 
fioas pregnancy had placente previe, with 
profuse sanguine discharge during labour,) it 
was promptly arrested by the use of wine of 
ergot, and abdominal compression, In the 
other case, the patient was in advanced phthi- 
sis; tt came On some fime after she had been 
placed in bed. It was arrested only by the free 
use of of wine of ergot, with additional quan- 
tities of wine, (to sustain her in her prostrate 
condition,) and also by the use of firm com- 
pression of the abdomen and vulva. 

The women all recovered. 

The fetuses were found presenting the ce- 
phalic extremity in ten of the cases which were 
noted—nine of these presented in the first po- 
sition. 

There was also one presentation of the 
breech, and one of the feet. 

One child was still-born, (the subject of the 
breech presentation)—-another died near a 


nonth after delivery, apparently of meningitis. | 


The other children were doing well at the 
time of our attendance, 


= 
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Observations on the Bloody Murrain of Cuttle. 
By Jonn Winans, M. D., of Green county, 
Ohio.—From the formidable mortality occa- 
sioned by this disease among the cattle of this 
region, it has lately become a subject of inter- 
est. Formerly nobody paid much attention to 
it, except those who suffered from itsinfluence. 
Now, however, the attention of the medical 
and agricultural community has become 
awakened to the importance of trying to disco- 
ver the cause, that they may be enabled to pre- 
vent it, and thus save from destruction a vast 
amount of property. 

What namber of cattle die from this disease, 
fam unable from any data in my possession to 
determine. Judging, however, from some ob- 
servations in a section of the country devoted 
entirely to the raising of stock, I should say 


that the mortality annually is one in every | 


‘wenty-five. Some seasons it is much greater. 
he nan in our neighbourhood, who generally 
eps about one hundred head on hand, says 

tin one season he lost twenty-five. 

Cattle of all ages do not seem equally lia- 
ble to the disease. Sacking-calves do not have 
Natall; and it has seldom been observed in 
animals under one year old. 

All observers agree that it seldom, if ever, 
occurs in animals that are Jean, Its attacks are 
confined exclusively to cattle in good order, and 
ateattle, So universally is this the case, that 
fatness is considered by some as a predispos- 
ing Cause—by some as an indispensable con- 
dition of the system, 


No period of the year is exempt from the 
disease, though its greatest ravages are made 
in the fall months. Males and females seem 
equally tiable to it, 

Symptoms,—Loss of appetite is generally 
the first manifestation of ill health, ‘This is 
soon followed by thirst, and a contracted ap- 
pearance of the whole body. This, however, 
may be common te it and other dtsorders. But 
infallibly manifesting the presence of the dis- 
ease, are the discharges of blood from the fecal 
ond urinary passages. Often but little, and 
sometimes no blood makes its appearance in 
the dejections from the bowels. ‘The urinary 
organs, on the contrary, keep up a perpetual 
discharge of blood and urine, amounting some- 
times to three or four gallons in twenty-four 
hours. 

Prognosis.—This is universally bad. Few, 
if any, cases are known to have recovered af- 
ter the disease had got complete possession of 
the svstem, Copious discharges of blood from 
the bladder are always regarded as fatal; for 





farmers, when they discover this, seldom make 
a remedial effort, but abandon the animal to its 


| fate. 


Cause:—Of the predisposing or exciting 
causes, nothing is certainly known. The 
proximate cause or pathology of the disease it- 
self is, Ithink, now known, and consists ir 
inflammation of the kidneys, which, if not ar- 
rested, terminates ingangrene and death. With 
a number of causes assigned for this disease 
by stock-growers, among the most popular of 
| which was that of leeches ( flukes) in the liver, 





‘I lately went to work and made a post-mortem 


examination of an animal that had died of a 
well-marked case of the disease. 

The animal, a cow, four years old, and in 
fine order, was discovered to be unwell about 
a week previous to her death. Theday before 
she died she discharged a quantity of blood 
from the anus and bladder—most copious from 
the latter, 

On opening the thorax the right lung was 
discovered to be in a slightly inflamed condi- 
tion. The thorax contained half a pint or 
more of blood and water. 
| Attention was next directed to the liver, 
where I expected to find leeches ( flukes.) Ex- 
/amining this organ carefully, | could discover 
none, nor any traces of primary disease. In 
the adipose matter surrounding the kidney I 
noticed a red discoloration denoting previous 
inflammation. Removing the upper portion de- 
veloped it more intensely; and on exposing 
the right kidney it was found to be in a com- 
plete state of mortification, incapable of sus- 
taining its own weight. The left was simi- 
larly affected though not so much softened and 
disorganized. ‘The color of both was black, 
though the right was much the most so. 

The bowels in the vicinity of the kidneys 
were much more inflamed than any where else, 
and that portion passing over the right kidney 
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and terminating in the rectum, had its mucous 
surface inflamed, and it contained a quanti'y of 
the coloring matter of the blood in the form of 
paste. 

The other organs of both abdomen and chest, 
appeared to have suffered from nothing but 
sympathy and juxtaposition, Externally there 
were some spots of ecchymosis, and the peri- 
tonezum had evidently suffered considerable in- 
flam mation. 

The bladder contained halfa gallon of fluid 
blood, which did not coagulate on cooling, and | 
the mucous surface of the organ was inflamed. 

The contents of the large and small intes- 
tines were but little altered from fhe natural 
healthy appearance, except that portion of 
them extending from the kidneys to the anus, | 
which containéd, as stated above, a quantity of | 
the colouring matter of the bleod of the con- 
sistence of paste, 

Trratment.—According to these pathological 
views, the treatment of the diease should con- 
sist in blood-lttng, and other antiphlogistic 
means.—J}Vestern Journ: of Med: and Surg. 
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Contractions of the lower extremities cured by | 
operalion.—_M.S., aged eight years, was ad- 
mitted June 7, under the care of Mr. Liston, 
with the lower limbs in an extremely crippled 
state. Her mother states that she was very 
weakly, and backward in her growth as an in- 
fant, and was unable to sit up and walk even 
at the age of three years, owing to weakness 
in the spine; this she ascribes to her being a 
seven months’ child. When she was in her 
fourth year, during teething, she had convul- 
sions, after whiclr contractions of the lower 
limbs took place, and she has never yet re- 
gained the power of sitting upright. On ad- 
mission the deformity was obvious, for the 
child, when attempting to stand, rested on the 
points of the toes with the knees and thighs so 
much bent, that progression was impossible. 
The thighs eculd mot be separated from one 
another. Mr. Liston, on examing the limbs, 
observed, that there was extreme contraction of | 
the muscles on their posterior aspect, as well | 
as of the adductors of the thigh, and recom-| 
mended their division under the skin, 

The child was laid on the table on her face; 
and while the limbs were forcibly extended, 
Mr: Liston divided the tendons of the hamstring 
muscles of both sides, then the tendo Achillis 
of the left side; andin the groins the tense 
cord formed by the origin of the adductor 
longus, After the operation the joints admitted 
of pretty extensive motion. In afew days the 
extension was kept ap by placing splints under 


the limbs, and keeping the thighs well sepa- 
aated, 

















July 16. Jointed splints with extending 


screws have been applied behind the knee. 
joint, as also the usual apparatus to bring the 
heel in contact with the ground, 

August 1, Since the last report the child has 
considerably improved, and is now able to 
walk on the flat of the foot with very little as. 
sistance. Her movements are necessarily 
awkward, as she has never, till now, learned 
to walk, 5 


Hydatid Tumour in the Loins.—Mrs, C., 
aged 50, and, apparently,-much older 
habit and healthy, was admitted August 9, 
under the care of Mr. Liston. She hag for 
many years been employed in washing and 
mangling; has had eight children, and several 
miscarriages, The youngest child is now se- 
venteen years of age. About seven years since, 
she first experienced some pain and weakness 
in the loins, which drew her attention to a 
swelling in the right loin, This increased 
slowly, and occasioned some inconvenience in 
her avocation, ‘The growth of the tumour was 
attended by a frequent pain of a darting cha- 


'racter, which became more severe on any exer- 
ition. Catamenia ceased five years ago, and 


their cessation was followed by increase in the 
size and painfulness of the tumour. Within 
the last six weeks another swelling has ap- 
peared, situated about a hand’s-breadth above 
the original one. 


On admission, the tumour presented the ap- 
pearances of achronic abscess, forming two 
considerable prominences between the last rib 
and crest of the ilium close to the spine, Fluc- 
tuation was distinct, and indicated a communi- 
cation between the two swellings. Mr. Lis- 
ton advised its evacuation, and entered a bis- 
toury, in a depending point, to a considerable 
depth, A quantity of turbid serous  fivid 
escaped, which was followed by portions of 
torn cysts and a number of hydatids to the 
amount of nearly a quart. ‘These bodies were 
globular, varying in size from that of a walnut 
to a pea; they were transparent, and contained 
fluid of a black colour. The cyst was nearly 
emptied of its contents by pressure, and the 


opening closed by plaster, supported by 4 com- 


press and bandage. 


August 4. The plasters have been loosened 
by suppuration, and the tumour has regained 
its original bulk, attended by pain and slight 
inflammatory fever. ‘The cyst was evidently 
filled by bloody effusion. Fomentations to be 
applied to the part. ‘To take aperient medi- 
cines. 


5. ‘There has been a copious discharge from 
the wound, consisting of pus and a great num- 
ber of shreds of cysts and some complete hy- 
datids. The odour of the discharge is very 8 
milar to that of liquor amnii. The patient 4p- 
pears much relieved by the discharge. 

14. Suppuration has continued to be profuse, 
and as it had not a suffictent outlet, the open 
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ing was dilated, and gave exit to several ounces 
of healthy purulent mattter, 

17, Wound discharges much less. 
js quite convalescent, 


Patient 





Scirrhus of the breast, with Hydatids.—Sarah 
W—, aged 42, was admitted May 14, ander 
the same surgeon. She is married, but has 
never had children; has always enjoyed ex- 





cellent health, Catamenia have been always, | 
and are still, regular, Nineteen or twenty | 
years since, she first observed a small and hard | 
swelling in the left breast, which has been | 
gradually increasing up to a twelve month | 
ago, and since then has increased more rapidly: | 
the growth has not been attended with much | 
pain until lately. 

The tumour is now as large as a hen’s egg, | 
and is situated at the lower part of the mamma 
towards the axilla: it has the characteristic | 
hardness of scirrhus in some -parts, and in | 
others feels like indurated lymphatic glands. 
The skin is not discoloured, nor adherent to the 
tumour, which is also extremely moveable on 
the pectoral muscle: there is no retraction of | 
the nipple. ‘The patient complains of darting 
pains in the swelling reaching to the axilla, 
particularly on moving the arm: the glands in 
the axilla are unaffected, and. the patient’s 
health is very good. 

Mr. Liston advised the removal of the tu- | 
mour, and the patient was ordered an aperient. 
On the 17th the operation was performed. The 
patient was seated with the arm separated from 
the side; Mr. Liston, with a scalpel, cut down. 
upon the tumour in the directiou of the muscu- | 
lar fibre. The first incision opened a cyst, 
from which several small globular hydatids 
escaped: the skin was now reflected on each 
side, and the cyst dissected out nearly entire. 
On a section of the tumour, it was found to. 
consist of a hydatid cyst and partly ofscirrhus 
deposit. The wound was dressed with lint and 
cold water until all oozing had ceased, when | 
the edges were brought together, and retained | 
by suture and isinglass plaster. 

20. The wound was united in part, the re- 
mainder suppurating freely. Zinc lotion tobe 
applied, and the parts supported by compresses 
on each side of the wound and a bandage, 
with a sling to support the hand and arm. 

June 5. Discharged cured. 


‘ 


Chimney-sweepers’ Cancer. —Case 1. W.C., 
aged 24, was admitted July 22; the same sur- | 
geon. Is a chimney-sweeper, havingbeen ap-_ 


Prenticed to the trade at the age of seven | 
years, | 


It was-two years ago when he first perceived | 


/ 





which was as large as a crown-piece, present- 
ed the usual characters of cancer of this part; 
the surface was smooth and florid, with the 
edges prominent and much everted; the dis- 
charge sanious, and rather fetid. The base 
was indurated, but no where adherent to the 
testis, which, with the cord, was perfectly 
free. 

The inguinal glands, however, were much 
indurated, and have been the seat of lancinat- 
ing pains since the ulceration. 

July 26. Mr. Liston proceeded to remove the 
affected parts, and decided on including the 
glands in the groins, which were most proba- 
bly involved in the disease, 

An incision was made round the ulcer, and 
the included parts dissected away down to the 
tunica vaginalis; the incision was then carried 
outwards along the flexure of the groin, so as 
to expose the lymphatic glands. ‘These were 
also dissected out carefully, but with some dif- 
ficulty, owing to the_glands being matted to- 
gether, and having deep connections, 

After the lioature of afew small vessels, lint 
dipped in cold water was applied, and when 
all oozing had ceased, the edges of the wound 
were approximated by some points of ‘suture 
and strips of isinglass plaster, assisted by po- 
sition of the limb. 

28. Union has entirely failed, owing to in- 
flammatory swelling of the part, and effusion 
of bloody serosity, the edges of the wound are 
much separated, and there is copious serous 
discharge, Sutures and plasters to be removed, 
and warm water-dressings applied. 

30. Supporation is fairly established. Zinc 
lotion applied, and compresses on each side of 


‘the wound in the groin, with the spica band- 


age. ‘The scrotum well supported, 

August 7. The wounds have granulated 
quickly, the tunica vaginalis being entirely co- 
vered in by the scrotum. 

17. The parts are now entirely healed. The 
patient to be discharged. 

Case 2.—James O . — 34, was ad- 
mitted August 5, also under Mr. Liston. 
sweep by ‘trade, and acknowledges that he 
has always neglected to wash the soot off his 
scrotum. He first perceived a small wart on 





‘the right side of that part near the raphe, which 
gradually increased ; and five months ago the 
surface cracked, and became covered by a pro- 
‘minent crust, which separated, and was fol- 


lowed by others, until open ulceration took 
place. He has suffered only slight aching 
ain. 

’ On admission, the sore had precisely the 
same appearance as that in the preceding case, 


a wart on the left side of the scrotum ; this in- | only that it was rather smaller, and the ingui- 


creased slowly, until it attained the size of 


“the top of his thumb.” It was very promi- 


hent, and accompanied by frequent lancinating | 


nal glands were unaffected. 
August 6. Mr. Liston removed the diseased 
parts in this case, by raising them in a fold of 


Is a. 


pains. Five weeks ago the surface broke, and | the scrotum, transfixing this and cutting tothe 
discharged a quantity ofoffensive matter, leav- | surface on each side of the ulcer. Two other 
Whore No, 173. 87 
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warts were afterwards removed, and lint 
dipped in cold water applied. No attempt was 
made in this case to obtain union, and the 
wound suppurated freely. Tepid water-dress- 
ings, and the parts well supported. 

17. ‘The wound was nearly healed. To be 
discharged, 

Fatty Tumour between the roots of the fin- 
gers.—August 12, Mr: Liston to-day removed 
a fatty tumour from this situation of consider- 
able size, and extending deeply between the 
bones of the phalanges of the index and middle 
fingers. 

Mr. Liston observed that this was a very 
unusual site for adipose swellings, although 
ganglia and encysted tumours were of frequent 
occurrence in this situation.—London Lancet. 





Empyema cured by Paracentesis. By Be.u 
Fietrcuer, M.D.—March 16,1841. Alexan- 
der Lowe, etat. 20, of spare habit, but up to 
his present illness in the enjoyment of good 
health, as the only attack he gives any account 
of is one of the measles, which he had about 
five years since, states that about six weeks 
since he was seized with violent pain in the 
chest, particularly in the left side, cough, dif- 
ficulty of breathing, rigors, thirst, loss of ap- 


toms of acute pleuritis, which he attributed to 
cold. He did not consult any medical gentle- 
man, but merely took simple aperients, as salts, 
and such like medicines. 

Present State. —He is now much emaciated, 
highly nervous, and has considerable irritative 
fever, with a pulse of 120 per minute, but very 
compressible; his countenance is expressive of 
the greatest anxiety and distress, and he com- 
plains of severe shooting pains in the left side 
of the chest; great debility; dry cough; short- 
ness of breath, which is quick, and becomes 
very difficult on the least exertion, at times al- 
most threatening suffocation. He is unable to 
lie on the right sight, and is obliged to be snp- 
ported when ia bed by several pillows. 


measures one inch and a half more than the 
right; the left nipple is half an inch higher than 
the right. The left side appears enlarged, and 
the respiratory motions are scarcely perceptible 


greater than usual; the heart beats two inches 
to the right side of the sternum. 

On percussion, a dull sound is heard all over 
the left side, and a very sonorous one on the 
right side, except anteriorly to the right side 
of the sternum where the heart beats, 

No respiration is heard on auscultation in 
any part of the left side of the chest, but pue- 
rile on the right. ; 

The same state existed without any dimine- 
tion of the urgency of the symptoms, except 
that the pains complained of were somewhat 
subdued, although an active treatment, cunsist- 


petite, headach; in fact, with all the symp-_| 


Examination of the Chest.—The left side 





ing of mercurials, to the extent of affecting the 
System, purgatives, diuretics, and blisterjp 

the left side of the chest, was persevered jn y 

to the Ist of April, when the operation of a 
racentesis thoracis was performed by my friend 
Mr. Wilkes, as the only means of saving the 
patient from asphyxia. The skin was drawn 
forcibly upwards so as to form a valvular open- 
ing, and an incision made between the sixth 
and seventh ribs down to near the pleura, jn 
the situation of a line drawn downwards from 
the middle of the axilla; a flattened oval trocar 
and canula was then passe into the side, gli- 
ding on the upper edge of the seventh rib, the 
trocar withdrawn, and a compressed India ryb- 
ber bottle, armed with two stop-cocks, imme- 
diately fixed into the canula, so as to prevent, 
as much as possible, the introduction of air 
into the cavity of the chest. By frequent ap- 
plications of the bottle in a compressed state, 
by means of its elasticity, somewhat more than 
two quarts of a clear serous fluid, of a yellow 
colour, which coagulated strongly on cooling, 
was drawn from the chest, especial care being 
taken during the operation to manage the stop- 


cocks that no air might enter the chest when 


removing or reapplying the bottle. On with- 
drawing the canula, the skin immediately re- 
suming its natural position, closed the open- 
ing. ‘The wound was drawn together by ad- 
hesive plaster, and a compress and light hand- 
age applied. 

During the operation, the falling of the level 
of the fluid was distinctly traced by the dull 
sound*on percussion being replaced by a sono- 
rous sound, as it receded from the upper parts 
of the chest, till at length the whole dulness 
of the side affected was substituted by a clear, 
tympanitic sound at the lower portion, and by 
one somewhat less clear, corresponding to that 
afforded by the opposite side on percussion at 
the upper portion of the shest, where, on aus- 
cultation, air was heard distinctly to enter the 
large tubes of the lung on inspiration; and the 
heart evidently approached near to its normal 
position, beating somewhat to the left side of 
the middle line of the sternum. : 

An anodyne was given after the operation, 


and the patient laid on the right side, which 


was borne with perfect ease, (in order that the 


‘fluid which still remained in the chest might 


in it, whilst on the right side they appear | 


not drain through the wound, and so preventits 


uniting by first intention;) the head was raised 





only by a single pillow; the patient expressed 
great relief, and his breathing was much 
easier. 

April 4. The case goes on well from day to 
day, no symptom of inflammation or other mis- 
chief presenting itself. The tympanitic sound 
on the left side gradually diminishes from 
above downwards, and is succeeded by what 
may be called.a pulmonary sound on percus: 
sion, and the respiratory sounds are heard more 
extensively. ' 

8. The patient is still progressing towards 
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health; the normal sounds on percussion, and | sa) emblems of the organ of production,—will 


the respiratory sounds on auscultation, are 
found to increase in space. The tympanitic 
sound does not now reach higher than the level! 
of the inferior edge of the sixth rib under the 
axilla, most of which, if not all, depends upon 
the position of the stomach, ‘The left side 
measures one inch less than the right, and the 
side moves freely in the actions of respiration; 
and as the left lung resumes its functions, re- 
aspiration is heard less intense in the right. 

11. The tympanitic sound now occupies a 
space of only about four inches square on the 
outer side of the situation of the heart, which 
has resumed its normal position. Healthy 
sounds on percussion and auscultation are 
heard generally in other parts of the chest; 
the respiration, which, in the first instance, 
was bronchial, having taken on its natural ve- 
sicular character. ‘The left side of the chest 
measures half an inch more than on the 8th. 
The incision is perfectly healed. 

17, The patient considers himself quite 
well, except that occasionally he has slight 
pains in the anterior parts of the chest; nothing 
abnorinal can be detected on percussion or aus- 
cultation, except that at the posterior inferior 
portion of the chest the sound is rather more 
dull, and the respiration less audible than 
usual; in all other parts, the state is perfectly 
normal. 

30. The pains complained of were relieved 
by an anodyne embrocation; the patientis now 
quite well, and resumes his occupation of flut- 
ing plated articles. 

May 5. The patient bears his work, which 
israther hard, quite well, and is in every re- 
spect in good health, and gains flesh fast, but 
has had some night perspiration, for which | 
recommended a mixture, containing diluted 
sulphuric acid, and disulphate of quinine in in- 
fusion of roses, 

14. Since the 5th he has worked hard, which 
he bears well; the night sweats are diminish- 
éd, and he certainly appears in every respect 
quite well, ‘The state of the chest is the same 
as on the 17th of April. 

At the present time (Aug. 2) the patient still 
goes on well, and says he is in as good health 
as ever he was in his life. 

The medicines that were given during the 
reatment are not of sufficient importance to 
mention in detail; the only thing worth men- 
toning respecting them, is, that mercurials 
were given so as to Slightly affect the mouth, 
uring the ten days following the operation. 

Ibid, 





The Phallus Impudicus. By W. C. Rap- 
vty, M. D.—The phallus, as an object of su- 
perstitious worship, in the earlier ages of the 
World, in India and in Egypt, is matter of his- 
tory; and those who have read O’ Brien’s learn- 
ed and elaborate work on the “ Round Towers 
of Treland,”*—those ancient Phenicians, colos- 





feel a full tide of associations connected with 
the name of phallus—the Lingham, the Gaye 
Buhd, and Buddism of India, &e. &e. My 
object is to impress your readers with the fact 
‘of the phallus impudicus possessing great 
remedial power to allay pain in the lumbar 
region. 

| Medical botanists who expect to find medi- 
‘cinal powers in vegetable productions, when 
their sensible properties are strongly develop- 
ed, will not be in the least disappointed, on 
approaching some old hedge side, where a 
phallus has become erected; for a nasal nui- 
sance more abominable than this cannot, per- 
haps, be found, Carrion-stench, horrid car- 
trion-stench, bears the closest identity to its 
odour, that taints the air for a considerable 
space around the locality of its growth; and 
in the one emphatic sentence of Dr. Wither- 
ing, **the odour of a phallus soon pervades 
the whole house.”’ Unpleasant as it is, it 
possesses a power of allaying pain equal to 
morphine, 

To Mr. Hele, surgeon of Ashburton, I owe 
acknowledgement for the first hint of the value 
of this species of fungus. During a delightful 
ride in one of our close Devonshire lanes, Mr, 
Hele informed me that the Rev. Mr, Bristed 
had said, that ‘the phallus impudicus possess- 
ed diuretic powers in dropsy,’’—quite enough 
to impel me to ascertain the fact; and although 
| have not found it efficacious in subduing 
dropsy, no substance known to me allays renal 
pain so well, and certain painful conditions of 
the loins. 

Case 1.—November, 1830. Anaged woman, 
confined tu her bed, ill of anasarca, took various 
diuretic medicines for some weeks, without 
amendment, and applied to me. A tincture of 
phallus was given, in tea-spoonful doses, seve- 
ral times a day; the secretion of urine did not 
increase under its use, but the sense of weight 
and pain in the lumbar region was effectually 
removed, having distressed her for a long time 
before. She died at length from the effects of 
.dropsical accumulation. 

Case 2.—January, 1832. A Mr. Underhay 
was desirous of being relieved from a series 
of ** cutting-pains”’ in the loins, which often 
prevented him from following his occupation, 
although a sedentary one. I gave him of the 
powder of phallus twenty grains, made into 
as many pills, with thin mucilage of acacia. 
He took one pill thrice a day, and was cured, 
voiding a considerable quantity of red gravel 
with the renal discharge. ‘The theory of its 
action in this and some other similar cases, 
appears to be that the phallic remedy allays 
the renal spasm, and the gravel is allowed 
to escape with the urine, assisted by its own 
gravity in its descent to the ureters and blad- 
der. . 

Case 3.—Mrs. D., etat. 43, had ascites, 














complicated with edema of the legs, and 
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great prostration of strength. An ethereal 
tincture of phallus impudicus was administer- 
ed without sensibly diminishing the swelling ; 






































nerves springing from the lumbar region, and 

forming the anterior crural, was completely 
removed, affording the sufferer most unex- 

pected ease in this the last trying season of 
her life. 

Case 4.—Mrs. V., wtat. 40, a fine, tall, pre- 
possessing woman, who had lived before her 
marriage as housekeeper in a noble family, 
had, to use her own words, * long been a mar- 
tyr’’ to pain, like in its class and seat to that 
in the preceding cases, pervading the lumbar 
region, and creeping around within the supe- 
rior crista of theilium., She had twenty grains 
of phallus powder, in twenty pills, and was 
permanently relieved before the half of them 
was taken. No words could briefly express 
her surprise that ten insignificant pills should 
have given her more immediate and continued 
ease than she had enjoyed in an equal time for 
years, from all the varied means employed. OF 
what could they be made? The phallus being 
so repulsive | durst not tell her, but merely 
said it was a vegetable substance that compos- 
ed them. ‘* Well,’’ she continued, “the medi- 
cine has been invaluable to me, and 1 shall 
recommend any one with the like pains to try 
it; for of all the physic which I have had _ the} 
abundant means of procuring in London, and va- 
rious places where I have been, nothing ever 
benefited me so much.” 

To possess a sufficient quantity of a substance 
of such power is desirable, but not within the 
reach of my means to procure. In the last 
twelve summers, or autumns, I have not seen 
a score of these phalli, and for the last two 
years not one has offered, so that my stock has 
long been exhausted: moreover, one phallus | 
yields only from fifteen to twenty-five grains 
of the powder, so that one object of mine in 
presenting this paper is to request the favonr 
that some one of botanical predilections will, 
through the penny-post, send me a supply,— 
not of the green phallus, because of its offen- 


—$s_ 


one, after a long search, growing in the centre 
of a double-hedge, where it had Sprung y 
among a covert of young oak; butin a Ton 


but a painful affection of the branches of| ride on horseback, sixty miles from Plymouth, 


to the vicinity of Tiverton, besides circuitoys 
routes, not one has been found; and had there 
been but one on either side of the road, its 
powerful scent would have instantly arresteq 
the attention of any one desiring to find it, 

I may further remark, that the light-browy 
viscid powder, kept in a well-stopped phial, js 
a preparation as good as the more laboured and 
expensive ones, Heat soon drives off the nay- 
seous effluvium, the smell remaining being 
merely herbaceous. If any of my brethren wij 
send mea few phalli so dried, * I will content 
them,” or at least try to do so, in any way he 
or they may wish. 

It seems humiliating that a production of 
| nature so offensive to our nasal sense should 
| have the power to assuage even one pain for 
'us; but it will occur to the naturalist low of. 
ten he has gained a prize or a benison in na. 
ture under unpromising circumstances, and 
where he least expected one. Such a fact as 
a despicable phallus possessing sedative power 
seeui3 to open the whole tribe of crypts to our 
hopeful view ; that among their neglected spe- 
cies other medicinal agents may be found. It 
is not long since a medical gentleman of Dub. 
lin apprised the world, that marcantia, as a 
poultice to the abdomen, caused lymph to flow 
in ascites; and another of London has stated 
that lycopodon allays the torment of cancerous 
sores; these are encouraging details, and urge 
us to lose no time in scanning their powers, but 
unceasingly to persevere, —Jbid., 





Memoir of the case of a gentleman born blind, 
and successfully operated upon in the eighteenth 
year of his age ; with Physivlogical Ubserva- 
tions and Experiments. By J. C. Aveust 
Franz, M.D., M.R.C.S. Communicated by 
by Sir Bensamin C. Bropis, Bart., F.R.A— 
The young gentleman who is the subject of this 
memoir had been affected from birth with stra- 
bismus of both eyes: the right eye was aman- 





sive and perishable nature, but of the dried sub- 
stance ; and it may be quickly dried ona heat- | 
ed iron plate, brick, or stone. The season for | 
it is now, and will be rapidly passing away, | 
the phallus being found from May to the end 
of September only.* In the last week I found 



















*It first emerges from the ground as a white 
ovum. When the phallus dilates, the investing 
membrane is ruptured, and the phallus springs up 
rapidly to its full growth, and is very transient. 
The characters of phallus impudicus any botanical 
work will furnish. As a whole, it bears a close 
resemblance to the erect penis; paper-white co- 
lour; the body is cavernous ; the glans distinct, 
with a depression marking the orifice of the 


urethra, (in humanis,) make the resemblance 
complete. 





rotic, and the left deprived of sight by the opa- 
city both of the crystalline lens and of its cap- 
sule. Atthe age of seventeen, an operation 
for the removal of the cataract of the left eye 
was performed by the author with complete 
success. On opening the eye for the first 
time, on the third day after the operation, the 
patient described his visual perception as being 
that of an extensive field of light, in whieh 
eyerything appeared dull, confused, and in mo- 
tion, and in which no object was distinguisha- 
ble. On repeating the experiment two days 
afterwards, he described what he saw as 4 
number of opake watery spheres, which moved 
with the movements of the eye, but when the 
eye was at rest remained stationary, and their 
margins partially covered one another. ‘Two 
days after this the same phenomena were ob- 
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served, but the spheres were less opake and ltesearches tending to prove the Non-vasculari- 
somewhat transparent ; their movements were | ty of certain Animal Tissues, and to demonstrate 
more steady, and they appeared to cover each | the peculiar uniform mode of their Organisation 
other more than before, He was now for the|and Nutrition, By Josern ‘Toyneer, Esq. 
frst time capable, as he said, of looking through Communicated by Sin Bensamin C. Bronte, 
these spheres, and of perceiving a difference, | Bart., F.R,S.—In the introduction to this. pa- 
bot merely a difference, in the surrounding per, the author first speaks of the process of 
objects. ‘The appearance of spheres diminish- | notrition in the anima] tissues which are per- 
ed daily; they became smaller, clearer, and vaded by ramifications of blood-vessels; point- 
nore pellucid, allowed objects to be seen more | ing out the circumstance, that even in them 
distinctly, and disappeared entirely after two | there is a considerable extent of tissue which 
weeks, As soon as the sensibility of the reti-/is nourished without being in contact with 
na had so far diminished as to allow the pa-| blood-vessels. The knowledge of this fact 
tient to view objects deliberately without pain, | leads us to the study of the process of nutrition 
ribands differently ccloured were presented to/| in the non-vascular tissues; which tissues he 
hiseye. ‘These different colours he could re- | divides into the three following classes, name- 
cognise, with the exception of yellow and ly, first, these comprehending articular carti- 
geen, Which he frequently confounded when | lage, and the cartilage of the different classes 
apart, but could distinguish when both were/|of fibro-cartilage. Under the second head he 
before him at the same time. Of all colours, | comprises the cornea, the crystalline lens, and 
gray produced the most grateful sensation: | the vitreous humour; and, under the third, he 
red, orange, and yellow, though they excited | arranges the epidermoid appendages, viz., the 
pain, Were not in themselves disagreeable ; | epithelium, the epidermis, nails, and claws, 
while the effect of violet and of brown was ex- | hoofs, hair, and bristles, feathers, horn, and 
actly the reverse, being very disagreeable, | teeth. 
though not painful. Brown he called an ugly The author then proceeds to show that the 
colour; black produced subjective colours; and | due action of the organs, into the composition 
white gave rise to a profusion of muscx voli-| of which these tissues enter, is incompatible 
fantes, When geometrical figures of different with their vascularity. In proof of the non-ex- 
kinds were offered to his view, he succeeded | istence of blood-vessels in these tissues, he 
in pointing them out correctly, although he ne- | states that he has demonstrated, by means of 
ver moved his hand directly and decidedly, but injections, that the arteries, which previous 
always as if feeling with the greatest caution. | anatomists had supposed to penetrate into their 
When a cube and a sphere were presented to} substance, either as serous vessels, or as red 
him, after examining these bodies with great blood-vessels too minute for injection, actually 
attention, he said that he saw a quadrangular} terminate in veins before reaching them; he 
and a circular figure, and after further conside- | also shows that round these non-vascular tis- 
ration described the one as being a square, | sues there are numerous vascular convolutions, 
and the other a disc, but confessed that he had /large dilatations, and intricate plexuses of 
not been able to form these ideas until he per- | blood-vessels, the object of which he believes 
celved a sensation of what he saw in the points | to be to arrest the progress of the blood, and to 
of his fingers, as if he really touched the ob-| allow a larger quantity of it tocirculate slowly 
jects, Subsequent experiments showed that/ around these tissues, so that its nutrient liquor 
he could not discrimjnate a solid body from a} may penetrate into and be diffused through 
plane surface of similar shape ; thusapyramid | thein. The author states that all the non-vas- 
placed before him, with one of its sides towards | cular tissues have an analogous structure, and 
his eye, appeared as a plane triangle. | that they are composed of corpuscles, to which 
Two months after the above-mentioned ope-| he is induced to ascribe the performance of the 

ration, another was performed on both eyes, very important functions in the process of their 

for the cure of the congenital strabismus, by | nutrition, of circulating throughout, and per- 
the division of the tendons of the recti interni| haps of changing the nature of the nutrient 
muscles, which produced a very beneficial ef-| fluid which is brought by blood-vessels to 
feet on the vision of the left eye ; andeven the their circumference. ‘The author then brings 
tighteye, which had been amaurotic, gained | forward facts in proof of the active and vital 
some power of perceiving light, and, from be-| properties of these corpuscles, and concludes 
ing atrophied, became more prominent. Stil] | his introduction by stating, that it appears to 
twas only by slow degrees that the power of | him that the only difference in the mode of nu- 
recognising the true forms, magnitudes, and | trition between the vascular and the non-vas- 

Situations of external objects was acquired. In | cular tissues is, that, in the former, the fluid 

course of time, the eye gained greater power | which nourishes them is derived from the blood 

of converging the rays of light, as was shown | that circulates throughout the capillaries con- 
y the continually increasing capacity of dis-| tained in their substance ; whilst, in the latter, 

Unct vision by the aid of spectacles of given! the nutrient fluid exudes into them from the 

powers. Proceedings of the Royal Society, | large and dilated vessels that are distributed 

from London Lancet, around them ; and that in both elasses, the par- 
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ticles of which the tissues are composed de- 
rive fron this fluid the elements which nourish 
them. 

The author then enters on an examination 
of the structure and mode of nutrition of the 
several tissues of each of these three classes. 
In considering the first class, he commences 
with articular cartilage, which he describes at 
great length in the various stages of its deve- 
lopement, and at the different periods of life. 
He gives in detail the account of numerous dis- 
sections of the ovum and fetus illustrating the 
first stage, during which he shows that no 
blood-vessels enter into the substance of any 
of the textures composing a joint; but thatthe 
changes its component parts undergo are 
effected by the nutrient fluid from the large 
blood-vessels, by which, at this stage, each 
articulation is surrounded. In the second stage 
of the development of articular cartilage, the 
author shows, by numerous dissections, the 
process by which the blood-vessels are extend- 
ed into the substance of the epiphysal carti- 
lage, and converge towards the attached sur- 
face of articular cartilage, and how, at the same 
time, blood-vessels are equally prolonged over 
a certain portion of itsfreesurface. He shows 
that none of these blood-vessels enter the sub- 
stance of the articular cartilage, and he points 
out that in them the arteries become continuous 
with the veins ; first, by their terminating in a 
single vessel, from which the veins arise; se- 
condly, by their forming large dilatations from 
which the veins originate; and, lastly, they 
become directly continuous with the veins in 
the formation of loops of various characters. 
In the third stage, that which is exhibited in 
adult life, the epiphysal cartilage is converted 
into osseous cancelli. These contain large 
blood-vessels, which are separated from the ar- 
ticular cartilage by a layer of bone composed 
of corpuscles; and the author believes that the 
principal source of nutrition to this tissue is the 
nutrient fluid which exudes into it from these 
vessels, by passing through the articular la- 
mella just noticed. ‘The free surface of adult 
articular cartilage is nourished by vessels 
which pass to a slight extent over it. The 
author points out the presence of fine tubes 
which pervade the attached portion of adult 
articular cartilage, to which he ascribes the 
functions of transmitting through its substance 


the nutritive fluid derived from the vessels of. 


the cancelli, He also advances the opinion 
that the articular cartilage becomes thioner dur- 
ing the whole of life, by being gradually con- 
verted into bone. 

Fibro-cartilage constitutes the second tissue 
of the first class. ‘The author first enters upon 
an examination of its structure; and in order 
to arrive at some definite conclusions on this 
subject, whereon anatomists of all ages have 
so much differed, he made numerous dissec- 
tions of fibro-cartilages in the different classes 
of animals at various periods of their develop- 
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ment, the results of which he details. Se 
rives at the conclusion that this tissue js oe 
posed of cartilaginous corpuscles and of fibres, 
the latter preponderating in adult life, the ir. 
mer in infancy; and that during life the road 
puseles are gradually converted into fibres He 
enters at length into the question of the vaseu 
larity of these cartilages; and from a careful 
study of many injected specimens of man and 
animals at various periods of their develop. 
ment, the particular results of which he relates 
he believes that blood-vessels are contained ay 
ly in their fibrous portion, and have th 
tion of nourishing that which is cartila 
and which, on account of its being su 
compression and concussion, does not 
any. 

_ Among the second class of extra-vaseular 
tissues, the cornea is first treated of; and its 
structure is described as being very lax, and as 
containing corpuscles only in a small quantity, 
The opinions in favour of its vascularity are 
combatted ; and it is shown that the blood- 
vessels which converge to its attached margin, 
and which are the principal source of the fiuid 
that nourishes it, are large and numerous, and 
that at the circumference of this tissue the ar. 
teries, without any diminution of their calibre, 
return in their course, and become continuous 
with the veins. A second set of vessels, de- 
voted to the nutrition of the cornea, is also de. 
scribed ; they extend to a short distance over 
the surface of the tissue, but do not penetrate 
into its substance. 

The crystalline lens is described as heing 
composed of corpuscles, of which the radiat- 
ing fibres are constituted. The arteria centra- 
lis retin is described as ramifying over the 
posterior surface of the capsule, where it forms 
large branches ; these pass round the circum- 
ference of the lens, and reach its anterior sur- 
face, at the periphery of which they become 
straight: the arteries terminate {in loops fre- 
quently dilated, and become continuous with 
the veins, With respect to the vascularity of 
the vitreous humour, the author states that al- 
though many anatomists have, in general 
terms, represented the arteria centralis retine 
as giving off, in its course through this organ, 
minute branches into its substance, still those 
who have paid especial attention to the subject 
have not been able to find such vessels. He 
believes that the nutrition of this stricture 1s 
accomplished by the fluid brought to its sur- 
face by the ciliary processes of the choroid, 
which fluid is diffused with facility through 
its entire substance by means of the cor 
puscles of which its membrane is composed, 
assisted by the semifluid character of the hu- 
mour. 

The third class of extra-vascular tissues com- 
prehends the epidermoid appendages. The 
author describes them all as composed of cor- 
puscles, which are round and soft where they 
are in contact with the vascular chorion, com- 
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regsed and flattened where they are farther | the recti museles are, by means of this peculiar 
removed from it. He points out, in the sub- | mechanism, enabled to act as antagonists to 
sance of the hoof of the horse, the existence of | that muscle.—Jbid. 
gne canals, which he supposes to conduct fluid | 

through its mass; and he states that the par) 

gitatory ducts of the human subject possess a | Case of Cancrum Oris. By Stupens Guyen- 
siructure analogous to the spiral vessels of ,sis.—I was called, July 24, 1841, to Edward 
plants. The author describes each of the tis- | E , et. 18 months, and found the little 
ses of this class at length, and shows that the | patient feverish, hot skin, fetid breath, tongue 
various cg praveneee by ne saeag-w jets on foeted onithe flowing pretenety from 
system with which each is in contact, have the |the mouth; several excoriations and ulcera- 
sole object of enabling a large quantity of blood | tions of the gums and roof of the mouth, and 
10 sewage and — oe wntvtit wf ae ri are poe hen gms or. “ 
them. e also points out, in connection with | inch in length and two lines in breadth, an 
this subject, the remarkable vital properties of a dark bluish tinge; the molar teeth being 
which are possessed by these non-vascular much decayed. I ordered him to take four 
tissues. grains of compound scammony powder ever 

In concluding this paper, the author states | night and morning; and a fourth of the follow- 
that his object has been to establish as a law | ing mixture every four hours :— 
inanimal physiology, that tissues are capable | 
of being nourished, and of increasing in size, | 
without the presence of blood-vessels within | 
their substance. He showstheanalogy which) _ 
is presented between the extra-vascular animal | Water sufficient for an ounce mixture. Borax 
and the extra-vascular vegetable tissues. He | 20d honey tobeapplied to the ulcerations, &c., 
expresses a hope that the application to surge- | lreely. : , 
ry of the above law, with reference to the pro-| 25. The bowels had been relieved copiously 
longation of blood-vessels into the extra-vascu- | three times, very offensive, the head not so hot, 
lar tissues during disease, and to pathology in the ulcers much the same, had taken no nou- 
the investigation of the nature of morbid struc- puke ie a parents ee Continue the 
tures, particularly of those classes which con- | medicines, and take beef-tea, &c. 
tain no blood-vessels, will not be devoid of in-| 26. Certainly better; the ulcerations look- 
terest, and will be productive of some advant-|ing healthy and florid; bowels open twice ; 
age.—Ibid, evacuations more natural; breath and saliva 

\less offensive, but still profuse ; aud takes sa- 
|go, &c. 

On the Anatomy and Physiology of certain| 27. Still improving; saliva decreasing in 
Structures in the Orbit, not previousiy described. | quantity, and ulcers healing fast; bowels open. 
By J. M. Ferravn, Esq.,M.R.1.A. Commu-' To take two grains of the compound scammo- 
nicated by Sir BenJaMIN Cc, Brovie, Bart., “ny powder night and morning, and continue 
f.R.S.—The author describes a distinct fibrous the mixture. He went on from this time gra- 
tunic, which he terms the tunica vaginalis ocu/i, | dually improving till July 9th, when I pro- 





k. Dilute sulphuric acid, gtt. x; 
Tincture of bark, 3]; 
Syrup, Ziss. 
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continuous with the tarsal cartilages and liga- 
ments in front, and extending back wards to the 
bottom, or apex of the orbit; thus completely 
insulating the globe of the eye, and keeping it 
apart from the muscles which move it. The 
eyeball is connected with this fibrous invest- 
ment by a cellular tissue, so lax and delicate 
a$to permit an easy and gliding motion between 


nounced him well. 


Remarks.—The blue tinge, I apprehend, 
might be explained by the gentleman who at- 
tended before me having givencalomel, for the 
_child had been ill for ten days before I saw it; 
and we see in this case the value of aperients 
‘combined with the use of tonics. 





them. The use which the author assigns to Ibid. 
this tunic is that of protecting the eyeball from 

€ pressure of its muscles while they are in 
action, This tunic is perforated at its cireum-| Spurious Labour Pains. Effects of Uterine 
erence, and a few lines posterior to its anterior | /rritation.—Mrs. P., a poor woman, residing 
margin, by six openings, through which the in Gray’s-in-lane, the mother of three children, 
tendons of the muscles emerge in passing to| was seized with irregular uterine action on 
thelr insertions, and over which, as over pul- | Wednesday, the 7th of July; in consequence 
eys, they play in their course. A consequence ‘of which I was called to attend. On making 


this Structure is, tnat the recti muscles be- an examination, 1 found the vagina relaxed, 


; 
' 


come capable of giving rotatory motions to the | and well lubricated with mucogs ; the os uteri 
*yé Without occasioning its retraction within | was high in the pelvis, and rigid, being dilat- 

orbit, and without exerting injurious pres-|ed to the extent of haif an inch in circumfer- 
Sureon that organ, In those animals which | ence, through which, during a pain, the mem- 





“e provided with a proper retractor muscle, | branes were distinctly protruded ; presentation 
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natural. Under these circumstances | left word 
that I should be sent for when the labour came 
on. In about four hours I was called a second 
time: the pains had been severeand constant 
during my absence, yet _no-progress had been 
made. At this time a pain of more than ordi- 
nary severity came on, during which she faint- 
ed. ‘The usual means to rouse her were assi- 
duously applied for a quarter of an hour, with- 
out the least suecess. Slight convulsions be- 
gan to be apparent; pulse full, and breathing 
rather laborious. A small basin of blood was 
taken from the arm: after waiting half an 
hour, and finding her still insensible, with the 
paroxysms of convulsions becoming very vio- 
lent, a large quantity of blood was taken away, 
making from both bleedings above two pounds, 
Ten grains of calomel were put on the tongue, 
and a brisk enema thrown into the rectum. 
After twenty minutes she was completely 
roused, and hada free evacuation from the 
bowels. I waited an hour, and finding her 
continuing free from convulsions, though still 
complaining of severe pains, I ordered an opi- 
ate, and went home. I was disturbed at six 
o’clock next morning: on my arrival at the 
house, I learned that the uterine action had 
been severe during the whole night; that the 
convulsions had returned occasionally ; that the 
waters had come away; and that the bowels 
had been moved with calomel: not the least 
progress had been made, alihough, as the wo- 
men said, **she had been in strong labour all 
night.”’ As she was beginning to be exhaust- 
ed from want of rest, and the continued annoy- 
ance of these ineffectual pains, I gave her a se- 
cond opiate, from which she enjoyed a few 
hourssleep. After this the pains returned for 
some hours, but towards night left her alto- 
gether, and in a day or two she was going 
about as usual, and kept pretty well, till Fri- 
day, the 20th of August, when, after a quick 
and easy labour, she gave birth to a fine 
girl, being more than a month after her two 
days’ sufferings from spurious labour pains., 
This case affords a good example of the pro- 
pricty ofjudicious delay in manual interference. 
During the second days’ illness, Mrs, P., and 
aconclave of sympathising friends, urgently 
demanded that something should be done for 
her relief; but considering that there was no 
hemorrhage, that the os uteri was high in the 
pelvis, hard, and but little dilated, and that the 
convulsions had nearly ceased, it was obvious 
that there was no symptom indicating the 
least risk to life: their entreaties were ac- 
cordingly firmly resisted, and Mrs. P.’s mind 
uieted with the assurance that there was no 
anger, and that proper Jabour had not com- 
menced, and probably would not come on fora 
week or two. W. C, M’E. 
Ibid. 








Stone in the Bladder.— A colonel of engineers, 
in the service of the East India Company, 
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about thirty years ago, removed a stone from 
his bladder by files introduced through the 
urethra: the operation was very tedious but 
it proves the possibility of the thing, Dr 
Darwin described an apparatus which he con. 
jectured might be used with this intention — 
Dr, Arnoti’s Essay. 
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HEALTH OF THE CITY. 


INTERMENTS in the Cily and Liberties of Phi- 
ladelphia, from the 9th of October to the 
167A, 





























2 = > 9 
Diseases. = = Diseases, = = 
Apoplexy 1 0! Prought forward,32 45 
Cancer, 1 0 Inanition, 0] 
Casualties, 0 1 Jaundice, 1 
Croup, 0 6'Lyryngeal Phthi- 
Consumption of eee 0] 
the lungs, 11 2 Marasmus, 0 9 
Convulsions, 0 3 Neglect, 0 1 
Diarrhea, 1 1 Old age, 2 0 
Dropsy of the Purpura, 0 | 
head, 0 5 Scirrhus, 2 9 
Heart, 1 ONScrofula, 1 0 
Disease of the Softening of 
Brain, 0 1 Brain, 1 0 
Heart, 1 0 Small pox, 1 2 
—— Lungs, 0 1 Still-born, 0 4 
inonnns Leh VOR, 1 O Suicide, 1 0 
Spine, 0 1 Teething, 0 1 
Drowned, 0 1 Unknown, 2 0 
Dysentery, 1 0 nk op 
Debility 0 9Total, 102—44 58 
Erysipelas, Re 
Fever, 2 0 ictgiieoh 





Congestive, 2 0) 
Intermittent,t 0 Of the above, there 
Remittent, 3 0 were under 1 year, 18 

















— Bilious, 1 2 From 1to2 IJ18 
— Nervous, 0 1 Q9to 5 12 
—— Typhus, = s § to 10 6 
—— Typhoid, 1 1 10 to 15 2 
Scarlet, o. 15 to 20 3 
Gangrene of 20 to 30 6 
Lungs, Oo 4i 30 to 40 Il 
Inflammation of 40 to 50 7 
the Brain, 0 2 50 to 60 6 
Bronchi, 2 60 to 70 8 
ame Breast, 0 1 70 to 80 3 
— — Stomach, 0 1 80 to 90 2 
Liver, 1 0 90 to100 ! 

—— Uterus i 9 = 
— —|Total, 102 





Carried forward, 32 45 


Of the above there were 4 from the pet 
house, 8 people of colour, and 1 from the 
country, which are included in the tota 





amount, 





